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NEW SUPPLEMENT IN THE FIGHT AGAINST SWEET ITCH

There is a new treatment available which claims to promote healthy skin in
horses prone to allergies when out at grass. Fidavet Cavalesse is made by
Janssen Animal Health and is a natural food supplement containing high con-
centrations of water-soluble nicotinamide. Nicotinamide works in a number of
ways to minimise and moderate the extent of the inflammatory reaction seen
in horses with summer skin allergy. It also helps to improve the condition of
the skin. Janssen’s trial results have ranged from a complete absence of symp-
toms in normally allergic horses or a marked reduction in symptoms to failure
to show any response.

Cavalesse comes as an oral solution or a topical gel. The oral solution comes
in sachets and is made up with water. The appropriate dose (2-3ml) is put on
a sugar cube or other absorbent treat and fed directly to the horse or pony to
ensure they get the full and correct amount. The topical gel can be applied to
the skin as appropriate.

Janssen recommend Cavalesse is used from as early in the allergy season as
possible right through to when any risk has passed. It must be given every 24
hours at around the same time. As a practice we have no experience with
Cavalesse as yet but are excited that a novel approach is available to help treat
this debilitating condition. There are no known side effects of nicotinamide
and we envisage Cavalesse becoming an important part of skin allergy manage-
ment.

NEW STUD VET AT ST DAVID’S

We are pleased to welcome Ali O’Brien back to the practice. Ali will be leading the development of
the reproductive side of the equine practice. Ali has considerable experience in all aspects of stud
medicine and will offer a range of stud services through the practice. If you would like to talk about
any aspect of equine reproduction please feel free to give Ali a call. Services available will be Al with
chilled or frozen semen, embryo transfer, semen collection and assessment and stallion assessment. We

are also pleased to be associated with Newhall Equestrian Centre where we are developing an Al centre.
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